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Abstract

The present study aimed to elucidate the experiences of graduate students who participated in
international health and midwifery training in Cambodia. Data were collected from three graduate
students who participated in training using semi-structured interviews and subjected to qualitative
descriptive analysis. A total of seven categories were identified from the students' experiences in
Cambodia, as follows: "recognize the reality of Cambodia", "critical perspective of medical and nurs-
ing education in Cambodia", "acceptance of different cultures", "respect for Cambodian people",
"affinity to Cambodian people", "question the Japanese medical present conditions and way of life of
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oneself", and "motivation toward international contribution".

During training, the graduate students experienced medical settings in Cambodia from the
perspectives of both transcultural nursing and international nursing. Following the completion of
training, students had a deepened interest in developing countries and were motivated to make in-
ternational contributions in some way. These findings suggest the need to establish new courses for

turning this motivation into action.
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