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Abstract

In the present study, a questionnaire survey was conducted with the objective of elucidating
the current condition of the involvement of nurses in informed consent in the field of critical care.
Questionnaires were distributed to a total of 855 nurses working at one of 17 advanced critical care
centers certified by the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, and a total of 369 responses were
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obtained (response rate, 43.2%), including 355 valid responses (valid response rate, 96.2%).

A total of 85.4% of nurses were involved in receiving the informed consent of patients, while
88.2% were involved in the informed consent of families. Among the nurses who were not involved
in receiving the informed consent of patients or families, at least 85% were either not very satisfied
or not satisfied at all with their lack of involvement. Among nurses who were involved in receiving
the informed consent of patients and families, none were very satisfied with their involvement, while
at least 60% were either not very satisfied or not satisfied at all. Although more than 95% of nurses
wished to be involved in receiving the informed consent of patients and families, 79.7% felt there

were obstacles to their involvement in reality.
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