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The Pseudo-passive Construction and Modality

Shu-ichi KAWASAKI
¥ O8]

AR TIE, DEEEDOHESZ B H53C (pseudo-passive / prepositional passive construction)
WKDOWTHEET S, BRZEM L, HEFEKOHEAZEIZEGXDIETH S
(e. g. This bed shouldn't be slept in by anyone unauthorized.). Perlmutter and Postal (1984),
Levin and Lappaport Hovav (1995) & O ftal T Tl, Eizo 72 A 06 O Tlk
HBHDOD, MiE DRI T 93RO FEIZ & 50X, JERERS H B3 (unergative verb)
D HRBDLN, JENHE B (unaccusative verb) IZBlb v EWHI b DTH B, EE
RERRI AT & LT, Wik (1995), mikdl - AHF (2002), AEF - &L (2005) S5E23281F & i,
BELIZ I B3I, B6 L O3 TEE2 R (MERG) DV 220, FEEDSEIE D Feb 175 IREE
A T AV T 5 EEICMeoNS &) ERVEIIRESN TR, ZL Tl
REINHIR L, BB IT CIRIEZA N R WEERFELFUATE I G NEaThH b LER
ohs,. Lo L, EEORUIZEET 2 &, HERERIVERED Y CIEF LWk ual
bIER I NG, Z 2 TAWE T, BEIZU S XOBRMNESICERL, B8R E LT
I H IR S 2 RGRIHIR 2 3255 T 5.

F¥—v—F BRI FEOUHIR, AT aAT X, B T4

Abstract

This article discusses the pseudo-passive construction (PPC) in English with particular refer-
ence to its semantic constraints. PPC is a grammatical construction such as This bed shouldn't be
slept in by anyone, where the subject of the passivized intransitive verb corresponds to an object of an
adjunct prepositional phrase in its active counterpart. The tenet of leading syntactic analyses (Perl-
mutter and Postal (1984), Levin and Lappaport Hovav (1995)), albeit from different frameworks,
can be summed up as follows: PPC is only compatible with unergative verbs (The Unergative Re-
striction). However, this restriction has been shown untenable with a number of counterexamples by
functional analyses (Takami (1995), Takami & Kuno (2002), and Kuno & Takami (2005)). They insist
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instead that PPC is acceptable to the extent that it can be interpreted as a sentence that characterizes
the subject or that the subject referent is involved in the action or state (The Characterization and
Involvement Requirement). Although this functional constraint can account for the acceptability of a
wide range of examples of PPC, including crucial counterexamples to the Unergative Restriction, it
leaves several problems unanswered. In this paper I will present an alternative semantic requirement
imposed for PPC to be acceptably used: PPC is acceptable if and only if it represents [1] modality
(i.e. propositional attitude) to the propositional content of the sentence or [2] characteristics that the
speaker believes to be recognizable enough to the hearer (The Modality Requirement).

Key words: the pseudo-passive construction, characterization, involvement, modality

I. & C&®Ic

Zlifﬁ“é‘bi, YEEE D L2 By i S (the pseudo-passive construction) 1231 & 112 FEIRVHIF 12D »
TEET 2, UL, ABFACTTEFAZEIZEXDZ ETH 5, BN, (1
IZZ8T B E@J?ﬂ ERIRINICIXAIGAERRO - Th 2RIEFA» 56 2 2ZHE XD I L2,

(1) a.This bed was slept in by Napoleon. (Riemsdijk, 1978, p. 218)
b. This bridge has been walked under by generations of lovers. (Bolinger, 1975, p. 69)
c. The room was exercised in by Spider Man. (Perlmutter & Postal, 1984, p. 100)
d. This desk should not be written on. (fF 5. + A%, 2002, p.207)

7L, R TIES C DRITHZEICE S v», IV EhE & FRRIc kb2 (2a) BiiE A
S @) (b % W IXHTE B prepositional verb), (2b) 41 Hif i 561U B 5 (phrasal-prepositional
verb), (2c) BijiEiif)#4zE (prepositional idiom), (2d) BhZd & RZ21LE (particle) & D& OVAF = 23R >,
fy@hE (phrasal verb) I3 ZZDNRN & T 25,

(2)  a.The question will be dealt with later in this book.
b. The parents were looked down on by their children.
c. Thermometers were made use of. (Bolinger, 1975, p. 69)
d. The light was turned out.

SC, Lo (1) ok, 12E A L DOIGEEHEHSGENNTE L BUZ AL L RO 52X TH S
B3, ROBE4 TAEKE (unacceptable), & %\ 3IESCEM (ungrammatical) Td 2 LW S 5,

(3)  a.*The lady was sat beside by a man. (cf. A man sat beside the lady.)
b. *The classroom was gone into by the student. (cf. The student went into the classroom.)
c. *The sea was sunk into by a yacht. (cf. A yacht sank into the sea.)

BEIZ R SCICBI L T, S ECRA AaaiaifrbhTE 2, afamivaoht & LTid, BIfRX
% (Relational Grammar) @ # 532> & 23 T % 175 7z Perlmutter and Postal (1984) %, 4 & (% D
Pt A2 & D3HT T 3 Levin & Rappaport H (1995) H ﬁ%ﬁ’]’( HB, EHEEANOE LT

Bolinger (1975), ik (1995), &k - AR (2002), - =5 (2005) HE3FE R efTUIgE L LT
EiFohns, Bcd, HAE - A (2002) B J:U\Rﬁ m% (2005) T, Jafid 2RI OA
iz 4865 L 72 LT, # ol iZELsn, Ao 2L tolitbiTbntns, 2L T

—2—



Z DFERERVHIFIL, BRI TIRIEA SN e WEHHEZHNTE 20N 400 TH S LA 5.
Z ITARTIE, A - BRORET 2RO TR OS2 G L 72 1T, B koo
REMEZ BT 5.

. &ITHAREIER . &R (1995) , &R - A% (2002) , A% - /R (2005)

R (1995), @R - AEF(2002), AR - &R (2005) T, Perlmutter and Postal (1984), Levin
and Rappaport Hovav (1995), Bolinger (1975) &, KR4 7 afTif7i o ME A % 565 L 72 ¢ GEfllic
DV, R (1995), AR - mR (2002) 22, EREWBLE» SREPREIN TS, £7,
b (1995) TI1E, (4) D X9 Afilfyo R I N T w25 (THUZEE).

(4)  SEHORMZ LI 2 BRI « SEROBHIZE S, ERfiDZ 02X
S THEO s N T3 BAIEK E % 2. EESH-OT SN2 LI, KOLTHD
DHEEE.

a, T3 (DIERY) AR > TO B WEP BB 51T 2856, TRBEIE
el

b, T# (DIRY) ZMOWR AD 5B B & 5 15 7 B KR Rk
REDSIBR 64T 2 By, TEHRIIRHEL D1

c. Eilh (DIFM) 2O At S BELF A B K 5 BB e WEIIHR SRR
RENTW G, TR T

Uy

238

%

Z LT, ZoBEmINERIE, SR - AR (2002) TIE, 2B SZ SRS R B & -l
ELT, B)EkricEwifzonTns (MR, KO Ji1x8E).

(5)  FEFEDZ LIRS B HEREAHIKY © JEEEDZH I,
a by s (RSN T RVEAELEDT), TREPTREILCHD (DX, #EER
HEIIRIRE) XKD L,
b. BB, BIEOED TITAPIRREICA V74 T LT 20 (TR IREEIC X
->TC, HWEBICMD DI 2 EPREINT L] (AT 4 VT X v L))
cREoOenh, EEOTINTw S (BB UHIE) S, #tke x5,

DUFClE, Zoflfnc k> T, BRI ERIBED L) ICHI SN TR 2R L THL I L
29 %,

(6)  a. *John was traveled with by Mary.
b. John can be traveled with by anybody, since he is so likable.
c. Children under ten years old must be traveled with by their parents.
d. The world cannot be traveled around in a week.

(7)  a. *This lake was camped beside by my sister.
b. This lake is not to be camped beside by anybody!
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(8)  a. *John was argued with by the principal about the new plan.
b. John can be argued with for hours before he gives in.

(9)  a. *I was waited for by Mary.
b. I don't like to be waited for. (I always try to be early.)

FEd(6) ~ (9) 1, HiHL (1995) THREI N TV 2RO O T TR, (4a) D TRFEIVREO T
WS NLHITH L, HoFRICIIUL, o2 Tolli, EEOHIOALR D > T3
B2 R T w2 v, BIZIE6) TIE, X7V =232 a vt fBITiKiT L 8w FRIE, ¥
a Y ORPHEZER T2 DTIERWIOARINT, ¥ a v Thirr»r s AWD 7o,
HEETHRITTESL E VI P avOREICERL TR LORRINS, £/ (9 T, A7V —
WA 2 fE o7z E VI FETIE, T OBEICBEL TRALER LTV RVLDIIR LT, A2
728 2DDBRATED S5 VOB EDITL, EVIDIE T DFHBDO—DOTH L7 DFRIND,
SHIEROHIZE R THL .

(10) a. *This building was walked in front of by John last month.
b. This building was walked in front of by the Japanese Emperor last month.

(11)  a. *This bed was slept near.
b. This bed was slept in.

(12) a. *The room was exercised in by my brother.
b. The room was exercised in by Spider Man.

(13) a. *This bed was slept in by John.
b. This bed was slept in by Napoleon.

(14) a. *The mountain was flown over by the plane.
b. The mountain was flown over by the Air Force.

(15) a. *The room was walked through by the boy.
b. The room was walked through by the boy before he killed his mother.

(16)  a. *This wall was leant against by the girl.
b. This wall was probably leant against by ancient Romans.

INSIRATH IR TOIFEDFIBIC & > CHEOWE LFHUBBR SN TED, (4c) DIFE
DT T ICHETE S, Z2LT, Yariwnd) I WHEOADBY O ZH 0T h,
Z DIEWDZ DEY % BT T8 2 IEW TR 2008, HADKEDHIZ B 7 & v ) HHEIMbO Y
OB, BEERRMEMRTE 2 0RBINS LHHSN TV 3,

X5, INHDVTIICHIEZ 2\ (4b) O THENE DT, o2 HTH LD

(17)  a. *This bridge was walked under by the dog.
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b. This bridge has been walked under by generations of lovers.

(18) a. *The bench was lain on by tramps.
b. These benched have been frequently lain on by tramps.

(19) a. *The office was worked in.
b. This office has never been worked in before.

FEOHIE, TR T & TR T o, ELITRENAEATH S, Lo
Xrh, kg E X5 (17b), (18b), KU (19b) TIE, BfEE TR HibTE Y, b 2EEIEHE
IR D IR LiTh Tz h, H30I fTbnaIRESE L Tnwa 2R L TWw3, SHD
S KU, Bz (17a) T, RS OBWAZZ L PEO T2 HL 2 LItk >T, ZDFIFTA
MG ETHIENS K92k, MhofGE IFAMIC R 2HFELE L GRRESI N LI ks, >
0, #H0IRLITON S FENESECHT RO GRIC X > C, TFEOWHFELZREIRINTW»
2 FHENEEO T oW ch 2 L FRT S,

Bz, Eilo3y A 7 oRBISHHMET R WEIOFE S M S 11T % ((20a, b) (& Couper-Kuhlen
(1979, p. 9), (200) 5 FL - ZABF (2002, p. 211) D KHkA> & 51 ).

(20)  a. This river should not be swum in — you might be drowned.
b. That floor should not be lain on — it hasn't been swept in weeks.
c. This floor should not be lain on — it has just been painted.

#7213 (20a) DHITIX, ZDINOREKDRMEE LT, kS EHENE2L LB LDTKOTIE
v v RERINRIE 2508 L Tw 2 &b, HKOB TR IDBH L 7ok TiRwitA
WEW) TR, & SR TE, CORMOU LB TH S, Do L E2ERHL X ET
FTEMEZ R, WTNOREOTTH 2128 &, BELELZ I CTIREBIREOT SN Tw
2LV TETHY, ZORTREHREZYLEPRENCELZ>T0S (ER, 1995 ; EH - A%
200212 b FARRDOFERH D) ) L v ) FIRPI L INT WS,

F7, G)THETLLIIC, T4y T a7 Ay blf I k> THHATE 2L HERH SN T0 3,

(21) a.Iwas spoken to by a stranger.
b. The window was beaten against by a strange-looking man.
c. Mike was laughed / giggled / frowned at by Mary.
d. The question will be dealt with later in the book.
e. The target was aimed at, but missed.
f. The bull was prodded at.

NS 0B, BEORD THTRAPIREBICE > TEERA Y7417 (B5) LT 270 IcAR
SNna, PlzIE, HAS AL 2T iU, Z2ONFFEL2T T8I VT 1073 NT
B, BrABBEZINFIEMpr a3 w3 EBRTE S, LIPSz (Lrl, Ihs
1% (2) TR X g, flEhEE & FfkICBbN 2 ETEFEBETH D, AFEONRITH ).
DAY, ERICK 2 2o OMBEERIFIHIZRNRICEA, L OfIZ2HIT 2 LTS
LENGEIHTHL EVZZD, W OPDREMK GIFNA TS 5. XEITIX, 126 ORRENIHT
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DEMEZ FHRETT 2,

. HEEEMEIWEZ

L, T4y a2y (BA5) L )R ERICER L N2 H 5, AR (1983) T,
AV T AT R b EIFHTAESRIREBICX ST, HWEEICM2R %I Nl BRI NTw3 (F
BUIEER) L ERIN TS, ZL T, UTD(22) 1220w, XD L) ASHBZINTWDS,

(22)  a. *The University of Hawaii was entered by John in 1960.
b. The nuclear reactor was entered by a team of scientists for the first time yesterday.

(22a) TlE, T2 a vPINT A RFEICAET 2 E 0T8I, HPARNICIT R D TH>T, /
T A KRB A S Z DITEICA VT AT T, ZDOTEOEELZ T s, oA, (22b)
T, "BEEO MR FENIOTAS EWIHTAELS, RTFENZ0fFAICEERES L, K
TR LT SN LR TE 2 208K TH 5 LFHHINTWE, LeL, A7
LT AV FOERIE, THIVE (D E )RS XOTE) ISfrneInn) I EBRRINT
BIEHELTHZICH 25T, AXOBHTIE ERING ) L) BHEAZHEBHb T
L, 00y, KBRINDIXIT UM ENrl EIFHEINTES T, H EFTHIRTE 5,

EVWIHREDLDTHL, L, ZOMRIEEEZROTLEI) &, FRINEVLEINTVDS
XHRBTELNEEMELH 2 L, BE-TFHZLTLEY) 2 Eick2, HAIE, (2221, Y
ARED, PavEVRIHMNEDTINICAEISNAEZILICE ST, I L RWHEENRE (F1
W) b 726 3N 8D TRINT 2 /Hid+icd 5. Frfticidxz L9z, 2D IS
nNTw36204F, WINbETEFAAEFOFTH D ((2) Z2H), MFREZ TS/ CTIE
2\, I SICEH AW (2002) DETF B A T A LT Ry MRIFNIZREY Bl 2T TH B, Gt
>C, IN6DEIZRLIBY, £ x0Ty Ml ZEERT 2RIIGRO T TH L EED
L% 2T\,

212, RO of#ETH 2. HIAIE, DATND (23a) DfllE, HADOKEFE T H 23D
%2 E, 2 OEYDRHEO ) S NBHIZ B X E LTRRBIND L W) PP LI T0S, L
L, —RINC, H2EMDOHTE (FELTHE0I0b o) H 5 ANWHHL 2 Eh, Z20EY
D E EPFE RO D E ) DI TH 5. TREWOEITIRZL, BOT2HLEEAIZE)
725955 ((23b)). FHEMICIZMEDORICAREDOZRIIFBO NI TTH S, ks, [
CHADRKEIZ k> TREMIT o N TETTH D, EMDEGEILEIET, BOLAIEAREEICE 2
ML, U UEBRICIE, FBEICESH S 2 ED RS T 5 ((23a) 1%, JafiXHkTlix
WiRg L INTVBD, EEDOHAD A T4 7D—ANIZ, (23a, b) Dili# & & AREKEDOHWi % T L
TWw3),

(23) a. The building was walked in front of by the Japanese Emperor.
b. ?The bridge was walked under by the Japanese Emperor.

INFTRTEREIHIT, &R (1995), mEh - AR (2002) EDBERERIIHTIEH I TIEH 523,
W OPDFEHN GRS, Z T TN TR, EWiRi R BLED &8 7 2 RED AIREME 2 K § 5.



V. EEMAE—T A 71 (modality) #9
DITIZZT 2 2 S X OBKRNEBICHEH L TAa LY. T3 & H 3B EEDHFEMEITTN L

(24) a. The world cannot be traveled around in a week.

b. This valley can be marched through in an hour.

c. In Australia, unlike in India, bridges can be both photographed and photographed from.
d. The bench is not to be sat on.

e. This lake is not to be camped beside by anybody!

f. This river should not be swum in ? you might be drowned.

g. This floor should not be lain on ? it hasn’t been swept in weeks.
h. This desk should not be written on.
i. This couch must be lain on carefully.

j. The book could be skimmed over in a second.

k Cars parked on hills shouldn't be walked behind -+ (on the way to the bus).
1. John can be traveled with, since he is so likable.

m. Children under ten years old should be traveled with by their parents.

52 (24) o FISCH o TR, EBEE (b B ik ZNICHET B ERB) TH D, bW 3k
(modality) | Z R THEEZETH 5. KL, WMNWICERT 2 L ORI MBI T 2555 DN - D
REFE D Z . TH B, HlZIE, (24m) T, T10ALT O THASMH & RITT 2,5 & v ) fdENEA
WCRNLT, T29HBRNEE, EVHIHMREINT LS,

¥ 7o, R ERTHEZEIREDEGEICRS 2w, DINOITIE, 2R TIBAHESCREGENMEH ST
W5,

(25)  a. This wall was probably leant against by ancient Romans.
b. The house has been lived in by several famous personages.

c. This office has been called / phoned from so many times that it was natural to assume

that it was the source of the latest call.

d. This hall has been played in by some of the finest orchestras in Europe.

e. The cliff that was fallen from has been the subject of many famous photographs since
the invention of the camera.

f. It is an interesting fact of life that jobs which are simply fallen into, rather than pursued
with a conscious plan, often turn out to be the most satisfying.

g. This cliff has no doubt been stumbled over, slipped on, and fallen from more often than

we know.
h. To be eaten potato chips in isn't the best thing for a bed. (Bolinger, 1975, p. 63)

Iho b (24) FEk, AN T 25HEOHWNRAIN TV XTH S, HlZ1E (25a) 1, T
WEECHRr — ANZ bt o T L) s, RS CETH D) L) FFEOHW %
FHL TWBELTH 3,

X512, UTD (26) DPNZEMELTHY, ThbHI2EMTTOHRLTFOHW 2ETLTH 5
tEZoND,
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(26) a. This stone will be stumbled over if it's not moved.
b. If this chair is sat on, a disaster will happen.

Bz 1% (26b) TIX, FEBEICZ I %20 E)LOEMIANCLTH, TToRTFICES ) 2 L Tlkg
BRI LIRS EV)HEEDOMEICNT 2 HEIRRINT VD,

ST, SFTHRTER (24) ~ (26) oflI, EhHE - A5 (2002) TlE, 2 TREDTHFIIC K > T
FHEINTwBHITHS, L L, Bifli L2 X 5, TR ) ORI ISR X 2358 %
Wz, (25d) 2D EWFCAa LS. BN, BES LA =7 A IHBLZ I LD, 20D
=L Z2RHEOT 2L VA THA D, Bt WX, LA RFEREES L & o TEEK
PR — Ewvot, KROBEEZETOVP—RINTHL LHICBDLNSE, wTUILTdH, 2%
CELHO T EIE, BEBFEENICEINTEY, FEOT»E I 20w & b H&BIIC
HWicE2L I ETHD, 22T, RELLTROHIZRET 2 (BIBEIL).

(27) BEAZERSOSERE NS TS 7 1§l () « FEIZE 30, EIcN T 2565 OH
Wi (£ )T 4) 2RTHXLTHS

L»L, Zofliix, ZoFEcixEi - A5 (2002) 25RO HIFIIC &> THHL Tw 3 0»
KO DHlZ ) FLFHT R EnTER Y, 28) ZRTH L.

(28) a.The bed was slept in by Napoleon.
b. This bridge has been walked under by generations of lovers.
c. That pen was written with by Charles Dickens in the 19" century.
d. This building was walked in front of by the Japanese Emperor last month.
e. These chairs have been sat on by the Queen's children.
f. This pool has been swum in by the last three world record holders.
g. This castle is resided in by the Head of State.
j. This hall has been lectured in by three Nobel laureates.
k. The mountain was flown over by Air Force.

IS BT, WHERBEERIIA Y5, ©Ls, FEOUHKTIE) F L6265 kK
b G, Al LLFEHDBETIE, 0o DHIIBMENICTERAIYOREZERL TW 5 X
IICEZoND, LpLZEHETYH, BHFEMOHE (€5 74) THS. ahi&lcd->T
BRI DFIWNIFRNDEL T 5 (23) DB, RO U ORWHHEDGESR IC L > THRAEZ 2 L2
AL TWws Xy iIclbns, Bz (23b) TX, KREFETHEO T 2507l Lh, 20Ok
BThHs LRI L DS VAW T 25EHICE > TUE, NEKOHIMIBZINEILbHB, L
2 TCI I CIEmNA - ABOREOUHIFIZELEL T, T ORI 2HRET 5.

(29) BRIZEW I N TS Y 7468 (K) « BERIZ L, HEFICE>THLR
T E 2 LEEIHAWI L T A REIC O W TR TH B

(28) 1P 7-BNCBI L T, FEEIVHW 223 AD R A T 4 73K OHIW 2 T L Tw 2,
MR, 2o OICHSEYNC N S5 URIZIER SRR TH D, A & > T AdEkg o HW z2 §
LB TH S EBIERHL w5, ZORER, LI CORFELICEET 2 ofEn
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12, (29) DHEIKIDEEE L TW A AR 2 RIB L T2, 2 2 TRICEREL 72 (27) & (29) DREiD 5,
(30) DflFZIRET 5.

(30) BPIZEM I N TS Y 7 4 filFy : PR IAHEIL, RO VTN DGEITHERK
s
a. IS X T 2 EEH OHI (£ 7 4) 2R THA
b. HEFIT L > THFRIMTE 2 LEFEHIMIMT L T 2 FEIC oW TR TWw 2 556G

oz, PR T OB THEEL THAS I LT 5.

(31) a. This river should not be swum in — you might be drowned. (=(24f))
b. This bridge has been walked under by generations of lovers. (= (28b))

FEd(31a) TIE, MIEE 25> TR BIITIKRSREITIE AR, &) I d 2558 0HW (€4
VT 4)DBRINTED, (30a) iz T70, RLUZAHE L L TARINLILEEZLONG, —
75 (31b) T, FEZFOHWIBHIEICEHI N TV B b TR ARV, FEEOEY, MEPIct->T
b IABAE LI FREDFRETE 2 LEEHEMHIMIL Tw b EF 2 60, (30b) Ziifi7c L, #fs &
Wixnzg, Lal, 23) ofliconThilBRz k51, (30b) ofliyziks§ &L o5 (28)
D& BN TiE, FEEORBENLHAWICKRE (KFET 270, SHEMETERBEICERED
TWEIELHETHS., Lo, (30b) DIt E, FEHEMTORRIEDIEN & OMHBIRIRIC
DWTIERIC, SR DIEBEPNETH S,

® @

KRR TIE, REEOHLIZ SRS 2 G0 2B T2 #%5 L 72 BT, #ic o Bk
23R L7 ((30) 22H). 2 LT, Zok3iE, mi - AL OBEAERIIIHT O RSN 2 i3 L,
FEAZ B2 X D WIHEICHI T Z 2 WREMEZ MO TV 2 C L 2 MGEE L 72, 7 Z fEi, HED
ZORESCDRRELISN§ 2 HIWT OFEN DA DS, 5HF DKW D& IS § 2 AlgErE b Rk L T
5. UL, KOZETHR- 2 MEIOBII P 7% <, (30a) DZLPEZ I3 ICHEEY 2 £ TICIdE->T
Vi, £7z, (30b) DHIFNICOVTYH, FEEHOEREDEN L OMBIRR & v ) B2 S, 5
BOI SR Z0MPBBETH S LIFWV) ETHR,
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Rl — (1995) . BERERTHE i IC & B I HEGHHE @ 25X - BIEX DH7. Wl 2 < 5 LB,
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AHEEIL, P2 HAR T HEERERENRE DB 2 Z T THEML £ L. Kifkz
FEMT 21cH7h, THHCEEELERTOHLICLE ) E#EGLET,
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