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Views and Conditions of Midwives Regarding the Additional
Comments Section for the Progress of Delivery Item
in the Maternal and Child Health Handbook
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify the views and conditions of midwives regarding the Ad-
ditional Comments section for the passage entitled Delivery Item in the Maternal and Child Health
Handbook.

The participants were 5 midwives working in obstetric facilities in the Kanto region who con-
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sented to cooperate with the study after receiving an explanation of the ethical considerations. The
study used a qualitative and descriptive design, and data were collected in semi-structured inter-
views. For data analysis, interviews were recorded verbatim, and an outline was made of the mid-

wives' views and conditions.

The results of the analysis found that midwives value the role of the Handbook. Such aspects as
the recording of medical information, providing medical information for mothers and babies, and for
mothers to better understand their delivery after it has occurred are clearly explained.

In addition, midwives outlined their confused and hesitating reaction about documenting in writ-
ing and chose to report verbally regarding mother and baby records. Midwives have discretionary
power and desired to save mothers and babies from the stigma of a poor record in the recent conser-

vative climate.

Opinion surveys for users and recommendations regarding prioritization of functions are need-
ed in order to provide information that fulfills the function of the Handbook for its users.
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