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Abstract

In the present study, a questionnaire survey was conducted with the objective of elucidating the
current condition of end-of-life care attended withholding or withdrawing life-supporting treatments
in intensive care unit (ICU). Questionnaires were distributed to a total of 171 nurses working at one
of ICU certified by the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, and a total of 79 responses were ob-
tained (response rate, 46.2%), including 77 valid responses (valid response rate, 97.5%).

Results showed that 16.9% of ICU continued life-supporting treatments to serious patient in ICU
as usually, 81.8% continued sometimes. 1.3% of ICU never continued. 35.1% of ICU changed to with-
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holding from life-supporting treatments to serious patient in ICU as usually, 64.9% changed some-
times. 22.1% of ICU changed to withdrawing from life-supporting treatments to serious patient in ICU
as usually, 62.3% changed sometimes. 15.6% of ICU provided actively end-of-ife care to patient in ICU
as usual, 66.2% provided sometimes. 18.2% of ICU never provided.
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