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Japanese “Strong Resultatives” Revisited
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Abstract

This article discusses the deep-seated typological generalization: "Strong resultatives" are NOT
acceptable in Japanese. Strong resultaives are those resultatives where the meaning of the verb and
the meaning of the resultant state expressed in the resultative phrase are "completely independent
of each other" (Washio, 1997, p. 7.): *kanozyo-wa musuko-o azadarake-ni ket-ta (= She kicked her son
black and blue.). They are strikingly contrasted with “weak resultatives” in which it is possible to
predict from the semantics of the verb what kind of state the object comes to be as a result of the ac-
tion named by the verb: kare-wa teeburu-o kirei-ni hui-ta (= He wiped the table clean.) However, this
generalization seems to be untenable with a number of actual corpus data and the examples intro-
spectively constructed: bokoboko-ni nagut-ta, hirata-ku/taira-ni tatai-ta, tata-ku, ketta, etc. The verbs
used in these examples are manner of action verbs and do not imply resultant states, and in this
sense they are the cases of strong resultatives. In this preliminary study, I will re-consider the valid-
ity of the typological principle and argue that it should be modified, and then propose a following
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testable hypothesis from a semantic/cognitive perspective: Strong resultatives are acceptably used
to the extent that [1] the verbs used are “paradigmatically informative” or [2] the causal relation can
be readily inferred from an encyclopedic “script” of the event expressed.
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(4) a.*Corre lesuescarpe abrandelli. ()N, 2007, p. 177)
(he) runs his shoes  to pieces

b. *Elle a pleure ses yeux roungis (rouges) . (A + R, 2009, p.45)
she has cried her eyes red
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(5) a. The joggers run their shoes into pieces. (JI&, 2007, p. 177)
b. Die Jogger laufen ihren Schuhe in Fetzen.

the joggers ran their shoes in pieces
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EBZL, KB a— S 2%EZ2HGT Q) oMbz FZAMICTHIET 5. X512, IR - FRAME
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Rz (2), 3) DFIART kI ic, HRBETIZMIHOFERE S OAWRETH D, MEOLASTR
S 3B DENAEBI ERIER L. L, a—NAF—¥%E842 L, (1) o—liciz,
FCRD2HICOWTHEZEORMDEH 3 kI IcBbin s,
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(6) a. She polished the mirror clean.
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(7) *She polished the mirror, but it didn’ t become clean at all.

CNDBERINBVWHEIETH B L) HHIZ, ‘polish’ WRELILZEETrHFATHL I LD
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(8) FEIZBILADGDAZEMICICE WD, NI ELLd ok,

FEREHAZEICOWTIE, DR EDVEZOFETIE) BRZHAZTH S L) b OB—RN A

—3—



HAAR AT KA 52675 (2012)

BRDOEITHZ, IRICINVPHRLHAREL L TARIN2DTHIUL, THEC) &) B
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ETIEHET 2 0 2 IR LTA XD, THZ,01E9%%, BICTIEHT 2, X0 b, RIINICERENS
$, TADOFRREZBRLPLTWI EE, (14), (15) IR P 2RHEOERDP S LS TH 2 ((14a),
(15a) 1Z K757, (14b), (15b) I FRFHE D).
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b. T 2 0 AORSEPMIL ERINY LIFCED S
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MIZIERED S B TH 2 (BT T2 1 0 EL RSO3 (KFR))., BREOML ik
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—2 YV MIERTH- I ETHD, TN, ARTRET 2 HEKN - B Z R T 26
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T3, XD (19), (200 DNIICHEH L TA LI (FHRUIZER).
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(19) a. PREBIZMEH ETHICL KT, —H, KL ik,
b.PHREDHEHI, 777 TL I $L 5 XH 7.
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CLEEETELEOTHEELTVS,

KIZ, (13b) % (21) OHFNHS LTHREEL TH L 9.
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I, R oA — % & o 7.
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e ofloEE L, RANICEREDOS CEFETIZ RV BlOF % 31U, RANICHER
BOLOEEEPRYZSR0V), K622 6 T, MARBINIHAETHS, LI OHW
MIEL UL, e b FaTROERESOICHHTEZ ) TH S, T ED L) RHEs
HHDIEAID. ZNEFNDOXPEL T AHSRFICE, EDXIRAZ Y T IPHEATESXEA
A, B2, RNy D—DRE) DA TV T2 EZTARBE, Xy 7t 7, REKT
DHEA v AN, PKEDHGRDOEE W RSB TE S, Ld>T, (2la) DX ic, kA
TEHICR—LZEY TR — v R EERB G TES, £ 2h) LI, PKTIT—)L -
RA LD EHTETFIC, BOR— V22 X ICHET 253 L H L —vThHD. I,
(21c) T, (BELRDANEZDAZ Y T F) BEIET 208 ) DIEEMPHETH 5 ) 25, Pl
EBBIZFEVIBDZRBIT ZICIEE D TIUL VLD & W) AR TR A SN TV AHERT
HAHI. TAUTED (13b) 2L T0E ), GERICARINDIDEIIFHNCLTH) LR
mING EHHTE 3,

=)
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IV. &

AfaTlE, FEEB OGN EITEIC L > TIREIN TV 2 (1) O—hic O TEZEL -
ZL T, A—MLDIGEEE 72 60220, HAZEIC MRS SRS TS 3 AT I 2w T
MWL, P (22) OFEURN - BRI ZIRE L 7 ((22) =(13)).

(22) HAEIZEBWTIE, REZLZEEZLEVEFETH-TY, XKD LI BEAICTROHSE
WXy & L THRRINL TV
a. BURINHIRY © BRI ERE D%\ (paradigmatically informative) B D54
b FRAIMHIAY © RINICEREDL  ZV0EFTH-TH, HRELEEDRA Y T b
(script) 72 5 KRB LT v S HIF I N 254

Z LT, AT RZBIPEG OwEKIEDS, EiloRSIc k> THIITE 2 L2 MEEL, TR
OB ARG TRAD S v & v ) —RALICIE RSB ETH 2 2 L2 RR L 72, 7272,
AR TRRE L 72K, ROFEOBIBRE CORENRKHUIBE v, 7o, RGO Z 4R35
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