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Abstract

In this study, semi-structured interviews were conducted, and then analyzed, on five new mid-
wives with nursing experience who completed graduate programs in midwifery in March 2010 and
secured employment in perinatal-related hospitals and clinics in the Kanto region in April 2010, for
the purpose of elucidating the clinical experiences of new midwives with nursing experience who
have completed graduate courses in midwifery.

It consisted of the following five categories: "Disorientation about the Differences in Care
Methods for Nurses and Midwives," "The Influence of Nursing Experience on Midwife Care," "Tak-
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ing the Reactions of Others toward those who Completed Graduate School," "Strengths We Gained
from Practical Experience in Graduate School" and "Confidence toward Research." These categories
were elicited from experiences influenced by nursing experience while working as a midwife, their
experiences from the expectations people around them had toward people who completed graduate
programs, and their experiences as those who completed graduate programs in midwifery. Taking
these experiences into account, the implementation of in-service education as well as career growth
and development suited to new midwives who have completed graduate programs is advisable.
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